Mrs. Blackmer
Eng. 9, Per. 1, 3, 4, 5
Spring 2020
Hero’s Journey: Film Evaluation Essay

You will write a well-organized essay in which you evaluate the hero of any movie of your choice using Joseph Campbell’s eight-step analysis of the hero’s journey. The only requirement for the movie is that it must have an easily identifiable SINGLE main character who qualifies partially or wholly as a hero. Your job is to determine how completely your main character qualifies as a hero by looking at which steps in the hero’s journey he/she successfully completes and which steps (if any) are missing or the hero fails. 

I. WATCH YOUR MOVIE/Fill out hero’s journey chart. As you watch your movie, fill out the chart provided on the next page. 






HW DUE: Tu 2/11-We 2/12
II. DEVELOP A THESIS:







A. Use this formula to write your own solid thesis statement: “X(Character) is/is not a true hero according to Joseph Campbell’s theory because s/he completes/does not complete all eight steps of the hero’s journey.” Start RD of essay 



       In class: Tu 2/11-We 2/12
III.
WRITE a rough draft of your essay:



        In class/HW: Tu 2/11-Fr 2/14
A. Introduction: include a catchy opener, the name of the main character, the director of the movie, a brief summary of the plot, and the thesis.

B. Body: (5-10 paragraphs) go through the steps of the hero’s journey. In the body paragraphs, you will show how the events your main character is involved in are steps in the hero’s journey. Identify the  step or part of the journey; describe the event (the scene); and finally, explain how that event represents that step. Most steps should be discussed in a separate paragraph. Therefore, your essay will have anywhere from 6 to 10 body paragraphs.

C. Conclusion: Echo your thesis, review the steps, explain what the viewer learns by watching this character go through his/her hero’s journey. For example, you might say that the hero failed to transform because it is the hardest step to complete in the hero’s journey, just as it is the hardest thing for us to do in life because all people resist change, but it is necessary for growth.

IV. 
Trade papers with your writing partner for a peer review (below). 

In class: Tu 2/18-We 2/19
Once reviewed, I will call you up individually to go over the changes you need to make.
V. 
Write a FINAL DRAFT of your essay. (HW)


       DUE: Th 2/20-Fr 2/21 (HW)
The 8 Steps Organizing Chart: Fill this out as you watch your movie.
Step 1: The CALL
what happened:

who was involved:

when and where it took place:

why you think the event in the movie represents that step:

Step 2: The THRESHOLD
what happened:

who was involved:

when and where it took place:

why you think the event in the movie represents that step:

Step 3: The DESCENT
what happened:

who was involved:

when and where it took place:

why you think the event in the movie represents that step:

Step 4: The TESTS and ORDEALS
what happened:

who was involved:

when and where it took place:

why you think the event in the movie represents that step:

Step 5: The ABYSS
what happened:

who was involved:

when and where it took place:

why you think the event in the movie represents that step:

Step 6: The TRANSFORMATION
what happened:

who was involved:

when and where it took place:

why you think the event in the movie represents that step:

Step 7: The ATONEMENT
what happened:

who was involved:

when and where it took place:

why you think the event in the movie represents that step:

Step 8: The RETURN
what happened:

who was involved:

when and where it took place:

why you think the event in the movie represents that step:

Important Characters: keep track of the following character archetypes as you watch: 
The HERO:

The GATEKEEPER: 

The MENTOR: 

The HELPER(S):
The GUIDE:

The TEMPTER: 

The DRAGON:
Reviewer:_____________________



Author:_____________________________

The Hero’s Journey in Film: PEER REVIEW
Answer yes/no in the spaces provided AND circle any items that are missing.
1. Introduction: Does the introduction include information on: Joseph Campbell, the title and director of the film, the hero’s name and description, and the thesis statement about the hero’s status within the hero’s journey?Also, is there a catchy opener?  Circle any that are missing.

2. Thesis Statement: Write down the thesis statement here:

Does the thesis follow the required format and identify whether the hero is a true hero or not? ______
3. Organization: 
a. Is there an introduction, body paragraphs, and conclusion?_______  Circle any that are missing. 
b. Is each paragraph organized and controlled by a topic sentence that explains what the paragraph will be about?_______ 
c. Does each topic sentence name the step(s) that the writer is explaining in that paragraph? ______
4. Is each of the eight steps in the hero’s journey included?_______  Circle any that are not: call, threshold, descent, tests/ordeals, abyss, transformation, atonement, return
5. Is each step clearly defined? ______  Circle any that are not: call, threshold, descent, tests/ordeals, abyss, transformation, atonement, return
6. Is each step in the hero’s journey illustrated with an example from the film that demonstrates that step?_______  Circle any that are not: call, threshold, descent, tests/ordeals, abyss, transformation, atonement, return
7. Are all examples from the film clearly explained and connected to the step they show?______ Is it clear how each example illustrates a step in the hero’s journey?______ Is it clear which step the example illustrates?______  Circle any that are not: call, threshold, descent, tests/ordeals, abyss, transformation, atonement, return
8. Does the conclusion explain whether the hero successfully completed his/her journey? ____ Does it suggest what we can learn about life from this hero’s experience?_______ State what you think the film teaches us about life here: 

GRADING SHEET
Name:_______________________________

Eng. 9, Per. , 2, 3, 5
Date: Spring 2020
Assignment:_________________

Hero’s Journey Film Essay 
	CRITERIA
	Points Possible
	Student Assessment
	Teacher Assessment

	Intro: catchy opener, survey of heroes, director/title and hero in your film, intro to Joseph Campbell and the 8 steps, short summary of movie, clear thesis statement


	5
	
	

	Thesis: states whether the hero is a true hero and why


	5
	
	

	Organization: argument is clearly organized, one topic (one or two steps) per paragraph, clear introductory sentence per paragraph, intro, body, conclusion all present, 8-10 paragraphs total

	10
	
	

	8 steps of journey: each step clearly identified and explained using concrete detail from the movie and Joseph Campbell’s description of the step, each one clearly connected back to thesis and topic sentence:

Call, Threshold, Descent, Test and Ordeals, Abyss, Transformation, Atonement, Return (and Boon), + support characters (helper, mentor, guide, gatekeeper, etc.)

	25
	
	

	Conclusion: original, doesn’t introduce a new topic, revisits thesis, wraps up the argument, gives insight about heroes and their role in our lives

	5
	
	

	Mechanics: spelling, grammar, punctuation, word choice, wordiness, MLA header and format, etc.


	10
	
	

	8-step Organizer/Rough Draft/Peer Review: complete and on time


	15
	
	

	TOTAL:
	75
	
	


COMMENTS:


















































