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WELCOME!

All of us in the Analy High School English Department wish you an exciting and successful first year of high school. Through our literary and linguistic explorations this year, we hope that you will not only improve your own English skills, but also learn some things about yourself-- your values, your culture, your dreams—that will help you succeed in all areas of your life. So that you may all succeed, I have included the following information:

· COME PREPARED! Teachers are not provided with student supplies. (However, if you cannot afford your own supplies, we can help you out. Come see me in tutorial.) You will need:
· lined notebook paper

· a pen and a pencil with eraser

· a journal (a spiral bound notebook), 8x10 minimum (no composition books)

· an assignment book/planner (provided by Analy)
· the text(s) we are reading

Your class participation grade includes coming to class prepared. EVERY DAY!!!!!

· HOMEWORK:

· Plan to spend 3-5 hours per week reading, writing, and/or researching outside of class time. 

· Homework assignments are posted on the whiteboard and on the calendar on my web site under English 9. Extra handouts and a summary of the class activities are kept in the class binder on the teacher’s desk.
Deadlines are deadlines. Late homework is worth 50%.

· MAKE-UP WORK:

· ALWAYS look in the class binder first.

· All quizzes and tests must be made up during tutorial.

· You are responsible for finding out assignments due on the date you return. Assignments are posted on the homework board and on my web site homework calendar at all times, as well as in the class binder. 

· STUDY BUDDY: Get one! Ask someone in the room for his/her phone number right now and write it down in your planner or put it in your phone.
· ATTENDANCE: Know the school rules. Repeated absences or tardies will affect your grade and your credits toward graduation. I give quizzes, tests, and journal and homework assignments at the beginning of the period as soon as the bell rings. I do not repeat directions you missed because you were late.
· CLASS RULE: RESPECT :  A good learning environment depends on positive, courteous, tolerant behavior and attitudes such as kindness, supportiveness, respect, and compassion. Intolerant or other rude behavior is unacceptable and will have consequences. Positive, supportive behavior toward classmates will earn you FRIENDS and respect as well as credit in the class. EXAMPLES of positive behavior: Raise your hand; wait to be called on; listen to directions and to classmates’ questions as well as responses; say “Thank you;” offer your help; (list two more things you can do here: _________________________________  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________).

NOTE: Your class participation grade includes:
· Attendance (being on time)

· Taking class notes

· Asking questions/participating in discussions
· Attending tutorial after absences/as needed
· Being RESPECTful

· Being HELPFUL
· Turning in work ON TIME
· Coming to class prepared with all books/materials
· ACADEMIC HONESTY:  Cheating of any sort will result in an automatic “F” for the assignment and a referral or suspension. See the Analy English Handbook page on plagiarism for specifics.
· TUTORIAL:  It’s very cool! Use it whenever you have been absent, missed a test or assignment, or have a complicated question or problem to discuss with me: Room 208.  Every Tuesday and Thursday, 7:35-8:05am. 
· READING SELECTIONS: We will read the following works:

Collections textbook selections
Night
To Kill a Mockingbird




Romeo and Juliet or another Shakespeare play

The Odyssey (in textbook)




Of Mice and Men
Farewell to Manzanar 
an individual reading book
· MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS: 


Group/Partner presentations on:



Essays or Major Writing Assignments including:

The Odyssey





an autobiographical incident

To Kill a Mockingbird




extended research (I-Search)
Prejudice





“The Hero’s Journey” film analysis essay
a class partner presentation



a class partner summary
Greek mythology presentation



a literary analysis essay
a letter
literary research 
a comparison-contrast of two works of literature
Greek mythology research

· RESOURCES: In addition to the resources found on your  teacher’s website, the Analy English Department provides the following resources for all students:

· Online access to our AHS English Handbook with sample essays and formats needed to survive every year of English at Analy (on English teachers’ web sites and on the Analy library web site);

· Access to printers and computers before and after school as well as through the Digital S.A.N.T.A. program;

· TIGER OVERTIME: After-school help at the library on Mon & Wed, 3-4p, and Th 2:30-4;

· A four-year portfolio which provides students with a chronicled history of their writing and which individualizes instruction through a personalized log of their improvements. (These portfolios were the hallmark of our distinguished school designation!)
· GRADES:  Grades are given as points:

· Short quizzes and in-class or homework assignments are worth 5 or 10 points.

· Essays, including the rough drafts, peer reviews, and the final draft, are worth 50-100 points.

· Group presentations are worth 10-50 points per person.

· Journals are worth up to 5 points per entry.

· Class participation is worth 1-5 points per day, depending on what we are doing.

· Essays, homework, journals, and class participation generally have equal weight in your grade.
As your first homework assignment, have your parent(s) sign this copy of the syllabus and bring it back to class. If your parent(s) would like to keep a copy of the syllabus, he/she/they may print one off my web site or pick one up at Back to School night on Thur., 9/1.
Parent Signature(s)_______________________________________________________________________________

Parent Name(s)______________________________ (Student’s Name:______________________________________)
English Dept. Wish List

Should you like to help us out, we could use the following items in our classrooms:
Kleenex/tissues
Color Markers

extra spiral bound notebooks (8x10, college rule, 80-100 sheets)

napkins/paper towels

medium sized quiet fans
Wet Ones hand wipes
