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Beloved (AP)



DUE: Mon 10/29
As you read Beloved, you will identify quotes (proper MLA) to support your findings about each of the elements below. 
LAYOUT: Use a double entry journal (typed), quote/p# on one side, analysis/research on the other. The entries should be divided into the three categories below as well as come from the 4 sections of the book (#1=Ch. 1-7, #2=Ch. 8-14, #3= Ch. 15-21, #4= Ch. 22-28). Choose 5 motifs, one character, and one theme to trace carefully through the book. Make sure they relate to each other (i.e., the motifs help to develop the theme for that character); it will make the assignment much easier. Typed, MLA. 
SEE EXAMPLE, other side.
I. Character development: Toni Morrison uses characters a bit differently than we are used to. Each character has his/her own voice and his/her own reasons for doing what he/she does, and characters often remain unaware of the motivations of each other. Make sure you clearly identify which character’s point of view your quotes come from.
II. Motifs: find examples of five motifs (from the list below) that recur throughout most of the novel. Find at least one example in each section of the book. Research their symbolic significance; then explore their significance (i.e., what they symbolize and how they contribute to the deeper meaning of the work) in this book as well as their significance for the character you selected. Connect each one to your theme as well—how do these motifs help to develop the theme? Write down what you find out from research as well as the quotes and explain how they connect to the theme(s).
III. Plot Lines: Follow the plot line for your character. Develop a theory about why Morrison put the events in the order she did, why your character’s story is organized and developed that way, and what the symbolic significance is of the order and location of events. Finally, explore why Morrison left some loose ends about that character (and identify what they are). 
Motifs/images:

1. a red ribbon knotted around a curl of wet hair

2. a black boy’s mouth full of money (a figurine) with the words “At Yo Service”.

3. an iron necklace

4. a pair of crystal earrings

5. a preaching rock in The Clearing

6. two buckets of blackberries

7. an ice pick

8. a rusty tobacco tin

9. ten minutes for seven letters

10. colors

11. water/thirst

12. teeth

13. encircling/surrounding/enclosing

14. rememory

15. sugar/sweets

16. 124

17. sex

18. milk/butter

19. future vs. past

20. the roosters

Themes:

ignorance

repeating the past

letting go of the past

loss of memory/future/innocence

historicity/(re)memory/forgetfulness/stories

identity/self

voice/silence

IV. Wrap-up Activity: Fishbowl, groups of 5-7 covering different sections of the book, discuss the findings above (Sections: #1=Ch. 1-7, #2=Ch. 8-14, #3= Ch. 15-21, #4= Ch. 22-28, to be randomly assigned). Groups will be a mix of 12/12AP Lit.
EXAMPLE: 

	Category
	Quote
	Response (research/analysis)

	Char. Devel.: Sethe
Section #1
	“xxx” (23, Sethe)

“YYY” (30, Paul D)
	Beloved appears in Ch. 2 because she represents the main theme. . . 

Trouble begins immediately because of B’s ignorance.

	Section #2


	
	

	Motif #1
Section #1
	“xxx” (23, red ribbon)

“YYY” (30 red ribbon)
	When Beloved appears in Ch. 2, she has a ribbon. . . .

Another occurrence of the ribbon is on p. 30 when. . .

	Section #2


	
	

	Order of Plot
Section #1
	“xxx” (23, Beloved)

“YYY” (30, Beloved)
	Beloved first appears in Ch. 2, which is also the beginning of her plot. . . 

Beloved’s appearance disrupts the plot lines of Denver and X because. . . .

	Section #2


	
	


