
Basic MLA Works Cited Format 
 

Books 
 
The author’s name or a book with a single author's name appears in last name, first name 
format. The basic form for a book citation is: 
 
Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of 

 Publication. Medium of Publication. 

Gleick, James. Chaos: Making a New Science. New York: Penguin, 1987. Print. 

Henley, Patricia. The Hummingbird House. Denver: MacMurray, 1999.  Print. 

Article in a Magazine 

Cite by listing the article's author, putting the title of the article in quotations marks, and 
italicizing the periodical title. Follow with the date of publication. Remember to abbreviate 
the month. The basic format is as follows: 
 

Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of Periodical Day Month Year: pages.  Medium of 

 publication. 

Poniewozik, James. "TV Makes a Too-Close Call." Time 20 Nov. 2000: 70-71.  Print. 

Buchman, Dana. "A Special Education." Good Housekeeping Mar. 2006: 143-48.  Print. 

 

Article in a Newspaper 

Cite a newspaper article as you would a magazine article, but note the different pagination 
in a newspaper. If there is more than one edition available for that date (as in an early and 
late edition of a newspaper), identify the edition following the date (e.g., 17 May 1987, late 
ed.). 
 
Brubaker, Bill. "New Health Center Targets County's Uninsured Patients."  Washington 

 Post 24 May 2007: LZ01. Print. 

Krugman, Andrew. "Fear of Eating." New York Times 21 May 2007 late ed.:  A1. Print. 

 
 



If the newspaper is a less well-known or local publication, include the city name and state 
in brackets after the title of the newspaper. 
 
Behre, Robert. "Presidential Hopefuls Get Final Crack at Core of S.C. Democrats." Post and 

 Courier [Charleston, SC] 29 Apr. 2007: A11. Print. 

Trembacki, Paul. "Brees Hopes to Win Heisman for Team." Purdue Exponent [West 

 Lafayette, IN] 5 Dec. 2000: 20. Print. 

 
Basic Style for Citations of Electronic Sources (Including Online Databases) 
 
Here are some common features you should try and find before citing electronic sources in 
MLA style. Not every Web page will provide all of the following information. However, 
collect as much of the following information as possible both for your citations and for your 
research notes: 
 
    * Author and/or editor names (if available) 

    * Article name in quotation marks (if applicable) 

    * Title of the Website, project, or book in italics. (Remember that some Print 

publications have Web publications with slightly different names. They may, for example, 

include the additional information or otherwise modified information, like domain names 

[e.g. .com or .net].) 

    * Any version numbers available, including revisions, posting dates, volumes, or issue 

numbers. 

    * Publisher information, including the publisher name and publishing date. 

    * Take note of any page numbers (if available). 

    * Date you accessed the material. 

    * Medium of publication. 

    * URL (if required, or for your own personal reference). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Citing an Entire Web Site 

It is necessary to list your date of access because web postings are often updated, and 
information available on one date may no longer be available later. Be sure to include the 
complete address for the site. 
 
Remember to use n.p. if no publisher name is available and n.d. if no publishing date is 
given. 
 
Editor, author, or compiler name (if available). Name of Site. Version number. Name of 

 institution/organization affiliated with the site  (sponsor or publisher), date of 

 resource creation (if available). Medium  of publication. Date of access. 

Felluga, Dino. Guide to Literary and Critical Theory. Purdue U, 28 Nov. 2003. Web.  

 10 May 2006. 

The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. The Writing Lab and OWL at Purdue and Purdue U, 

 2008. Web. 23 Apr. 2008. 

 

A Page on a Web Site 

For an individual page on a Web site, list the author or alias if known, followed by the 
information covered above for entire Web sites. Remember to use n.p. if no publisher 
name is available and n.d. if no publishing date is given. 
 
"How to Make Vegetarian Chili." eHow.com. eHow, n.d. Web. 24 Feb. 2009. 

 

An Image (Including a Painting, Sculpture, or Photograph) Found Online 

Provide the artist's name, the work of art italicized, the date of creation, the institution and 
city where the work is housed. Follow this initial entry with the name of the Website in 
italics, the medium of publication, and the date of access. 
 

Goya, Francisco. The Family of Charles IV. 1800. Museo Nacional del Prado, Madrid. 

 Museo National del Prado. Web. 22 May 2006. 

Klee, Paul. Twittering Machine. 1922. Museum of Modern Art, New York. The Artchive. 

 Web. 22 May 2006. 

 



If the work is cited on the web only, then provide the name of the artist, the title of the 
work, the medium of the work, and then follow the citation format for a website. If the 
work is posted via a username, use that username for the author. 
 

brandychloe. "Great Horned Owl Family." Photograph. Webshots. American Greetings, 22 

 May 2006. Web. 5 Nov. 2009. 

 

An Article in a Web Magazine 

Provide the author name, article name in quotation marks, title of the Web magazine in 
italics, publisher name, publication date, medium of publication, and the date of access. 
Remember to use n.p. if no publisher name is available and n.d. if not publishing date is 
given. 
 

Bernstein, Mark. "10 Tips on Writing the Living Web." A List Apart: For People Who Make 

 Websites. A List Apart Mag., 16 Aug. 2002. Web. 4 May 2009. 

 

E-mail (including E-mail Interviews) 

Give the author of the message, followed by the subject line in quotation marks. State to 

 whom to message was sent, the date the message was sent, and the medium of 

 publication. 

 
Kunka, Andrew. "Re: Modernist Literature." Message to the author. 15 Nov. 2000. E-mail. 

Neyhart, David. "Re: Online Tutoring." Message to Joe Barbato. 1 Dec. 2000. E-mail.  

 A Listserv, Discussion Group, or Blog Posting 

 
Cite Web postings as you would a standard Web entry. Provide the author of the work, the 
title of the posting in quotation marks, the Web site name in italics, the publisher, and the 
posting date. Follow with the medium of publication and the date of access. Include screen 
names as author names when author name is not known. If both names are known, place 
the author’s name in brackets. Remember if the publisher of the site is unknown, use the 
abbreviation n.p. 
 



Editor, screen name, author, or compiler name (if available). “Posting Title.” Name of Site. 

 Version number (if available). Name of institution/organization affiliated with the 

 site (sponsor or publisher). Medium of publication. Date of access. 

Salmar1515 [Sal Hernandez]. “Re: Best Strategy: Fenced Pastures vs. Max Number of 

 Rooms?” BoardGameGeek. BoardGameGeek, 29 Sept. 2008. Web. 5 Apr. 2009. 

An Interview 

Interviews typically fall into two categories: print or broadcast published and unpublished 
(personal) interviews, although interviews may also appear in other, similar formats such 
as in email format or as a Web document. 
 
Personal Interviews 
 
Personal interviews refer to those interviews that you conduct yourself. List the interview 
by the name of the interviewee. Include the descriptor Personal interview and the date of 
the interview. 
 
Purdue, Pete. Personal interview. 1 Dec. 2010. 

Published Interviews (Print or Broadcast) 

List the interview by the name of the interviewee. If the name of the interview is part of a 
larger work like a book, a television program, or a film series, place the title of the 
interview in quotation marks. Place the title of the larger work in italics. If the interview 
appears as an independent title, italicize it. Determine the medium of publication (e.g., 
print, Web, DVD) and fill in the rest of the entry with the information required by that 
medium. For books, include the author or editor name after the book title. 
 
Note: If the interview from which you quote does not feature a title, add the descriptor 
Interview (unformatted) after the interviewee’s name. You may also use the descriptor 
Interview by to add the name of the interview to the entry if it is relevant to your paper. 
 
Gaitskill, Mary. Interview with Charles Bock. Mississippi Review 27.3 (1999): 129-50. 

 Print. 

Amis, Kingsley. “Mimic and Moralist.” Interviews with Britain’s Angry Young Men. By 

 Dale Salwak. San Bernardino, CA: Borgo, 1984. Print. 

 

 



A Painting, Sculpture, or Photograph – Not Taken from an Online Source 
 
Include the artist's name. Give the title of the artwork in italics. Provide the date of 
composition. If the date of composition is unknown, place the abbreviation n.d. in place of 
the date. Finally, provide the name of the institution that houses the artwork followed by 
the location of the institution. 
 
Goya, Francisco. The Family of Charles IV. 1800. Museo del Prado, Madrid. 
 
For photographic reproductions of artwork (e.g. images of artwork in a book), cite the 
bibliographic information as above followed by the information for the source in which the 
photograph appears, including page or reference numbers (plate, figure, etc.). 
 
Goya, Francisco. The Family of Charles IV. 1800. Museo del Prado, Madrid. Gardener's 

 Art Through the Ages. 10th ed. By Richard G. Tansey and Fred S. Kleiner. Fort 

 Worth: Harcourt Brace. 939. Print. 

Recorded Films or Movies 

List films by their title. Include the name of the director, the distributor, and the release 
year. If relevant, list performer names after the director’s name. Use the abbreviation perf. 
to head the list. End the entry with the appropriate medium of publication (e.g. DVD, VHS, 
Laser disc). 
 

Ed Wood. Dir. Tim Burton. Perf. Johnny Depp, Martin Landau, Sarah Jessica Parker, 

 Patricia Arquette. Touchstone, 1994. DVD. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


