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Guided Reading A c t i v i t y  6 - 1

For use with textbook pages 148–154.

The United States

DIRECTIONS: Use the information in your textbook to write a short answer
to each of the following questions.

1. Approximately when did the first immigrants to the region now known as the United States begin
to arrive, and from where did they come?  

2. List the reasons people have immigrated to the United States.

3. What percentage of the United States population is foreign born? 

4. Where do most people in the United States live?

5. How did the development of mechanized agriculture affect the United States? 

6. Describe the differences between a metropolitan area and a megalopolis.

7. What were the main industries of the New England, Middle, and Southern Colonies by the 1700s? 

8. What was the American Revolution, and what was its result?

9. What was the Underground Railroad? 

10. Why did the United States invade Afghanistan in October 2001?

Short Answer
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A C T I V I T Y

V O C A B U L A R Y 6

Cultural Geography of the United States and Canada
D I R E C T I O N S : Match the word or phrase from the box with the correct definition. 

Write the letter of the correct answer in the blanks to the left.

���������� 1. movement of people into one country 
from another

���������� 2. Arctic Native peoples of North America

���������� 3. nickname for the southern United States

���������� 4. concentration of population in cities

���������� 5. an outlying community

���������� 6. great city

���������� 7. colonist who wished to remain loyal to
the British government

���������� 8. spread of people and suburban development

���������� 9. informal network of safe houses

���������� 10. cultivating land so it catches and 
holds rainwater

���������� 11. a treaty eliminating tariffs and trade barriers

���������� 12. a political unit similar to a state

���������� 13. Quebec’s French-speaking inhabitants

���������� 14. partially self-governing country

���������� 15. Canada’s national legislature

���������� 16. having two languages

���������� 17. form of music blending African rhythms 
with European harmonies

���������� 18. the breaking away of one part of a country to create
a separate country

���������� 19. percentage of people who can read 
and write

���������� 20. a city with a population of at least 50,000 people
and its outlying communities

a. bilingual

b. dominion

c. dry farming

d. immigration

e. Inuit

f. jazz

g. literacy rate

h. Loyalist

i. megalopolis

j. metropolitan area

k. North American Free 
Trade Agreement

l. Parliament

m. province

n. Quebecois

o. separatism

p. suburb

q. Sunbelt

r. Underground Railroad

s. urbanization

t. urban sprawl
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Guided Reading A c t i v i t y  6 - 2

For use with textbook pages 155–160.

Canada

DIRECTIONS: Use the information in your textbook to fill in the blanks in
the sentences below.

1. Immigrants to Canada, called , remained loyal to the British government and

fled to Canada after the American Revolution.

2. Quebec’s people are mostly of descent.

3. Today, most of the Canadian population lives along the .

4. Canada’s largest city is .

5. When Europeans arrived in what is now Canada, about native peoples were

already living there.

6. In 1670, territorial rivalry over what is now Canada began between France and

.

7. In 1774, the gave French settlers the right to maintain their own language,

religion, and laws.

8. Self governing, but with close ties to Great Britain, Canada was created as a .

9. In 1885, British immigration fueled French in Quebec.

10. Canada became a military and industrial power as a result of .

11. FTA and NAFTA have eliminated trade between Canada and the United

States.

12. Today many French-speaking Canadians support to create independent

countries.

13. Canada’s two official languages are .

14. The largest religious group in Canada is made up of .

15. The literacy rate for Canada is .

16. Toronto is the third-largest in the English-speaking world. 

17. With its high standard of living, Canada is one of the countries in the world.

Fill In the Blanks
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The United States Canada

Type of government: 7. ������������������������������ 8. ������������������������������

Power shared with: 9. ������������������������������ 10. ������������������������������

Plan of government: 11. ������������������������������ 12. ������������������������������

Branches of government: 13. ������������������������������

������������������������������

������������������������������

Created as a: 15. ������������������������������ 14. ������������������������������

Name of national legislature: 15. ������������������������������ 16. ������������������������������

Head of government: 17. ������������������������������ 18. ������������������������������
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(continued)

RETEACHING ACTIVITY 6

DIRECTIONS: Match each term from Chapter 6 with the correct definition

����������� 1. megalopolis

����������� 2. metropolitan area

����������� 3. bilingual

����������� 4. “nations of immigrants”

����������� 5. Quebecois

����������� 6. dominion

DIRECTIONS: Compare and contrast the governments of the United States 
and Canada. Fill in the chart with the correct terms relating to each country’s
government.

Visualizing Information

Terms and Concepts

Cultural Geography of the 
United States and Canada

a. a partially self-governing country

b. term describing the United States and Canada

c. large city and its outlying suburbs

d. being able to speak two languages

e. Quebec’s French-speaking inhabitants

f. chain of closely linked cities
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Organizing Information

RETEACHING ACTIVITY 6

• concentration of population in cities

• factories harnessed waterfalls for power

• people came seeking religious and 
political freedom 

• huge linked metropolitan areas

• uses mineral and agricultural resources

• provides jobs, education, health care,
and culture

• movement by Europeans had begun 
by the late 1500s

• created demand for cotton production

• sought jobs and economic opportunity

• ancestral heritage of most Americans
and Canadians

• houses communities of many cultures

• technology improves production and
manufacturing

• healthy economies support large 
populations

• creates pollution and environmental
problems

• fled wars or natural disasters 

FACT BANK

19. Industrialization 20. Urbanization

21. Immigration

DIRECTIONS: Read each item of information in the Fact Bank
below. Think about the concept that it describes. Then write it
under the correct heading.
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Preserving Inuit Culture in Nunavut
For thousands of years, the Inuit
people of northern Canada followed
a traditional way of life. They lived 
a semi-nomadic existence that
revolved around seasonal changes.
The migratory habits of caribou
herds and other wildlife dictated
human movement. The Inuit
depended on these animals for 
food and clothing.

The family was the basic social
unit. Younger children learned life
skills from parents and older siblings.
Elders, who had acquired 
wisdom through experience, were
the ultimate cultural authority. 
The elders passed on Inuit values
through the oral tradition of stories.

Inuit children now attend modern
schools. In classrooms, they study
subjects such as reading, mathemat-
ics, and computer science—subjects
needed to compete economically in
the high-tech world. Some Inuit peo-
ple fear that future generations will
forget their cultural heritage. They
are determined to prevent this loss.

Faculty and students at Nunavut Arctic College have responded to the challenge. Their Oral History
Project is making a permanent record of Inuit culture and wisdom. Students interview Inuit elders who
describe the time-honored customs. The college is publishing the interviews both in print and on the
Internet. Volume I, an introduction to Inuit culture, appeared in 1999. Four additional volumes—
Perspectives on Traditional Law, Inuit Spirituality, Health Practices, and Child Rearing Practices—will 
discuss traditional Inuit ways. These cultural records will be available in both English and Inuktitut, 
the Inuit language.

DIRECTIONS: Use the article above and study the maps and graph to
answer the following questions. Use a separate sheet of paper.
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Enrichment Activity 6

1. Why were caribou and other wildlife so important to the traditional Inuit culture? 

2. What role did the elders play in traditional Inuit culture?

3. According to the article, how have the lives of Inuit children changed in recent years?

4. Why would the Inuit make records available in Inuktitut if the children have learned English?

5. What part does the climate of Nunavut play in its population density? 

6. Would lack of human resources be an obstacle to Nunavut’s development of mineral resources? Explain.

New Jersey
9,000 sq. mi.

Nunavut
772,000 sq. mi.

New Jersey
8,700,000 people

= 250,000 peopleNunavut
30,800 people

Land Area

Estimated Population in 2005–2006
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