                                                                                                                   Name of positive ion followed by name of negative ion. For nonmetal                    

monatomic anions add –ide ending to ‘root’.  Metal cations, use –ic and –ous ending where applicable (See ion chart).

(Ex. NaCl ( Sodium Chloride but FeCl2 ( Ferrous Chloride)

Same as above, except, for metal cations use roman numerals where applicable (See ion chart).

(Ex. NaCl ( Sodium Chloride  but  FeCl2 ( Iron II Chloride)



Least electronegative element first. Use prefixes (di, tri, tetra, etc.).  No prefix on first element if mono-.  More electronegative element uses –ide ending.(Ex. Cl2O3 ( Dichlorine Trioxide)



Least electronegative element first, then roman numeral for that element’s oxidation number, then more electronegative element with –ide ending.

(Ex. Cl2O3 ( Chlorine III Oxide)


Add hydro- to front of second element’s ‘root’, then add –ic ending, then add the word ‘acid’.  (Roots for sulfur and phosphorus are different than ion roots.)  (Ex. HBr ( Hydrobromic acid )

If oxy-anion ends in –ate, add –ic in place of –ate, then the word ‘acid’. If the anion ends in –ite, add –ous instead. (Roots for sulfur and phosphorus are different than ion roots.)

(Ex. HNO3  ( Nitric acid  and  HNO2 ( Nitrous acid)
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