In his review “Roger Ebert Reviews Galaxy Quest” he argues that to make an effective parody, the director must recreate a world that a true fan will appreciate and recognize.  First he describes Star Trek fans as “fanatics who take the show very seriously indeed;” then he recounts how the cast of Galaxy Quest has unknowingly been chosen to save an alien planet inhabited by beings who are convinced that Galaxy Quest is real, and that only the cast can save them; and he finishes by explaining how the sets and actors of the original show are purposely cheesy while the “real” enemy aliens “look fearsomely good.” As Ebert remarks, “The movie’s humor works best when the illogic of the TV show gets in the way,” which illustrates that using clichés is what makes a parody work.  Ebert offers this review in order to illuminate the way the director pokes fun at a much-beloved show.
