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ALGEBRA 1:  BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS/RULES 
 

 
 

 
 

1.   Math is like sports (only a lot more fun).  As with any sport, serious practice is required to 
perform at your best!  Homework is a very important part of your practice and has a big 
effect on your performance in this class.  In fact, homework is worth more than the final 
exam (see the syllabus for details).  Most important is the fact that I become 
EXTREMELY cranky when students arrive without homework in hand.  Trust me. 

 
2.  Coming for help is more than OK - it is great!  I will be here during tutorial and there will 

be other students that you can work with as well.  Math is a lot of fun when you get past 
the anxiety!  We will work together (one big happy math family) to make this a successful 
year for all of us. 

 
3.  Being rude to me or to another classmate is NOT OK.  Rudeness is about how the other 

person feels, no matter what you may have meant, so be careful!  I want everyone to feel 
comfortable and safe here in Algebra paradise.  This means no name calling, ridiculing, 
swearing (search for synonyms - it will build your vocabulary), shoving, screaming, or 
attacking each other with your new math toys.   

 



4.  Being unprepared for class is NOT OK. It is one of the few things that will send me into a 
fit of rage (not a pretty sight).  Always have your notebook, covered textbook, paper, 
correcting pen and pencil with you when you enter the classroom.   

** YOU WILL NEED A SCIENTIFIC CALCULATOR EVERY DAY** 

 
5.  Cheating is NOT OK.  It is the other thing that will send me into a fit of rage (see above).  

Analy High School has a tough cheating policy.  Don't risk it - EVER!! 
 
6.  Being late is NOT OK.  I should know - I am chronologically challenged and my tardiness is 

a constant source of irritation for my friends.  We all need to be here on time! 
 
7.  Listening to music during class is NOT OK.  You need to be participating in class!  I may 

allow you to listen to music during exams. 
 
8.  Using cellular phones is NOT OK.  Other distracting activities like writing notes, applying 

nail polish, doing other teacher's assignments, etc., are NOT OK because they take your 
mind off of math. 

 
9.   Gum chewing is OK as long as you share with me (new pieces, please) and as long as 
  it always ends up in the trash and not on the floor or under the desk (gross).  
 

10.  Follow routines for entering, leaving and moving around the classroom.  Lining up by the 
door like a herd of cattle while awaiting the dismissal bell is NOT OK.  I'll let you know 
when you'll be forced to leave paradise.   

 
11.  Eating is OK in the classroom as long as you are discrete about it.  Setting up a multi-course 

feast for yourself can be a bit distracting for the rest of us, so please stick with 
manageable food items that are not noisy, smelly or messy.   Please clean up any messes 
you make or this privilege will be revoked. 
 

12.  Being mean/rude/unhelpful to a sub is NOT OK.  Being a substitute is the hardest job in 
the world.  You are expected to go out of your way to help and support any substitute in 
my classroom.  You will receive a list of substitute rules.  Check out the consequences - 
they're intense!!!! 
 
 

You will succeed in this class if you participate, try to have a positive attitude, keep up and come 
in for help when you need it.  The most successful students I've seen have made a habit of coming 
to tutorial and working with the other algebra students.  You will find that problems are easier to 
solve when you can bounce your ideas off of other people. In addition, you will learn to 
communicate your thought processes.  This kind of communication will be an important skill in 
whatever career you choose in the future - so give it a try!  I am looking forward to a great year 
with all of you. 
 


